
The Holy Eucharist 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 9, 2026 

9 am 



WELCOME 

Welcome to worship at St. Margaret’s! 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 
you are always welcome here. If you are new to 
St. Margaret’s, we invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card found in the foyer. 

Hearing devices are available in the Foyer.  

All are invited to join us in Meyers Hall 
following the service for coffee and fellowship.  

For your security, at the beginning of the 
service all downstairs entrances are locked. We 
ask that you enter through the front doors if 
you arrive after the service begins.  

ABOUT THE LITURGY 

As Episcopalians, we express our love for God 
through our worship and it lies at the heart of 
who we are at St. Margaret’s. Our Liturgy, 
including the patterns, words, and actions are 
one of the blessings of our faith. We invite you 
to participate as you are comfortable by 
responding and reading in unison the bolded 
text and to stand for portions of the liturgy as 
you are able.  

CHILD CARE 

Professional childcare is available every 
Sunday. Godly Play, our children's Sunday 
School program, is offered September-May.  

QUESTIONS?  

Please ask. Ushers and Greeters are happy to 
answer your questions.  

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church is on the 
ancestral lands of the Cahuilla Tribes of the 
Coachella Valley. 

We acknowledge with respect the Cahuilla people 
as the Original Peoples of this land. 

We lament the history of colonization, dispossession 
and cultural degradation which the Cahuilla 
Tribes and all indigenous peoples have endured. 

We honor the dignity of all Cahuilla people    
past and present, and seek to restore just 
relationships between our peoples. 

We share with the Cahuilla our appreciation of 
the beauty and bounty of this land and pledge 
to care for it. 

OUR MISSION 

We spread God’s love by actively following 
Jesus’ example for our lives through our 
journey of faith by radical hospitality and 
celebrating God through worship and music. 
We pursue social justice, peace and care for 
each other and our neighbors, near and far. 

OUR VISION 

St. Margaret’s is a beacon of hope in our world 
where we manifest God’s love in all we do, 
where every person we meet encounters God 
through us. 

 

 

 

The Reverend Andrew Butler, Rector | The Reverend Patricia Horkey, Associate Rector 

47535 Hwy 74 · Palm Desert, CA 92260 · 760-346-2697 · www.stmargarets.org 

As we worship this week, we pray for those whom we know and love: As we worship 
this week, we pray for those whom we know and love: Jim Hodnik, Barbara, Ed, Diane, 

Dawn, Jeanie, Mark Weddle, Aaron, Cort, Jenny Lepkowski, Harold Ivan Smith,                  
Jon O’Connor, Becky Woelfel, Paula & Bill Todis, Baby Cardenas, Mike & Janet Sanders, 
Margaret, David, Kay, Albert D., Betty, Cash, Linda Wilson, Cathi Lander, Floyd Nichols, 
Betty L., Melissa Yarbray, Jan D., Michael, Steve G., Lisa Ernest, Richard & Kim McKellar, 
Francis Florey, Bob Blum, Julie K., Steve G., Joe D. Steve Gregory 

We pray for those who have died: Audrey Sanders  

*Individuals must give or have permission before adding someone to the parish prayer list. 



VOLUNTARY  
 Solemn Melody                                                                                                            Walford Davies  

Please stand. 

Our worship begins with the prelude. Please refrain from talking  
once the music has begun as others may be praying. 

HYMN AT THE PROCESSION · 388 
 O Worship the King                                                                                                                 Hanover 



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION             
 ✠ Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY                                    
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS · S 280                                                                        Robert Powell (1932-2025) 



The Collect is the prayer designated for each Sunday that “collects” the theme  
of the day or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God  

as revealed in the Scriptures for the day.  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 God be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray.  

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, 
that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Please be seated.   

The first reading is always taken from the Jewish Scriptures. 

THE FIRST LESSON · A reading from the first book of Kings (19:9-18). 
At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the 
word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, 
“I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” He said, “Go out 
and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now 
there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of 
the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then 
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 
Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 
not kissed him.”  

Here ends the reading.   



PSALM · 85:8-13 

Please stand. 

Psalms are Hebrew hymns originally meant to be sung. 

THE SECOND LESSON · A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (10:5-15) 
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 
who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). But what does it say?  “The word is near you, on your lips and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your 
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses 
with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be 
put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how 
are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!” 

Here ends the reading. 

I will listen to what you are saying,  
 for you are speaking peace to your faithful people  
 and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,  
 that your glory may dwell in our land. 
Mercy and truth have met together;  
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth shall spring up from the earth,  
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
You, O God, will indeed grant prosperity,  
 and our land will yield its increase. 
Righteousness shall go before you,  
 and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. 



THE HOLY GOSPEL 
 ✠ The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew (14:22-33). 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 
And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea.  

HYMN AT THE GOSPEL · 426 (Hymnal 1940) 
 He Leadeth Me! O Blessed Thought!                                                                                  Aughton 



THE SERMON                                                                                                           The Rev. Andrew Butler                 

Please stand. 

Please be seated.   

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated  
at the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE and confirmed in 381 CE, this creed reflects  

what Christians believe regarding the relationship between the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit:  
The Holy Trinity. The word “catholic” in this context is to be understood as universal. 

THE NICENE CREED 
Presider 
Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the ✠ resurrection of the dead,        
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 
come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he 
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, 
why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the 
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                     
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



Please be seated. 

The passing of the Peace of Christ is one of the Church’s most ancient liturgical practices and   
is a tangible reminder that we’re not in this alone in this life because Christ calls us  into  community.  

Feel free to extend Christ’s peace  to those around you in any way you feel comfortable.  

THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of Christ be always with you.                                                       
And also with you. 

THE CONFESSION  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The presider then announces the good news of forgiveness. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Presider 
We are the ark of the Church, at times, storm-tossed and frightened. Let us cry out in 
faith for our own needs and the needs of the world, saying: Lord, save us.  

Intercessor 
For those churches who are resisting oppression and enduring persecution in the 
name of the gospel, let us cry out to the Lord. Lord, save us.  

For the leaders of nations, communities, and households who are faced with difficult  
choices and whose decisions affect the lives of many, let us cry out to the Lord. Lord, 
save us.  

For those caught in addictions of mind or body, for those who feel powerless and sink 
ever deeper into despair, let us cry out to the Lord. Lord, save us.  

For those who rely on themselves, for those who struggle to trust in God’s beckoning 
word, for those who know fear before the actions of grace, let us cry out to the Lord. 
Lord, save us.  

For all of us who gather at this Eucharistic table, weak in faith, faltering in our 
response to God, let us cry out to the Lord. Lord, save us.  

Presider 
O true and faithful God, you are the hope of those who cry out to you. Hear our 
petitions. Where there is no faith, awaken it; where there is little faith, enlarge it, that 
one day we may all come to acknowledge Jesus as your Son and the savior of the 
world. We ask this in his name, who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, God, forever 
and ever. Amen. 



At the offertory,  we gratefully return to God a portion of what God has given us.  
Your financial support allows us to continue to be a place of worship  

and service for all people. Thank you for your generosity. 

OFFERTORY  
 Trust in the Lord                                                                                                                G. F. Handel  
                                                                                         adapted and arranged by Dudley Buck 

Trust in the Lord! 
His name we ever bless, 

In grief and happiness with one accord, 
He orders all our ways. 
To him ascend our lays 

In peace and prayer, 
Until our journey’s end. 

Andrew Bird, Tenor Soloist 

 

Please stand. 

 

 

 

  

Venmo 
@smec92260 
 

THE OFFERTORY 

 But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are  

 pleasing to God...Hebrews 13:15, 16  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                  The Rev. Andrew Butler                   

PRESENTATION HYMN  
 Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought 
all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living 
thing. 

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 
against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you 
would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.   

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings 
through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

The all capital letter “Great Amen”  at the end is the “people's prayer” that concludes  
the  Eucharistic prayer, emphasizing the assent of the people to the words spoken  

on their behalf by the presider.  

Presider continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of 
sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, 
your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of 
God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed 
the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.  

SANCTUS · S 129                                                                                                                                         Powell 

In the Great Thanksgiving, we thank God and recall all that God has done for us   
in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving,  

or Eucharistic Prayer,  recalls Jesus’ actions at the Last Supper, where he took,  
blessed, broke, and gave  bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood.   



THE LORD‘S PRAYER  
 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.  

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between  
our daily bread and the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in 
love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, 
and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, 
Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ,  crucified 
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 
Christ given for the world you have made.  

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN.  



THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
All are invited to receive Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s by processing to the center aisle, at the 
usher’s direction, and then return to your seat by way of the side aisles. A host will be placed in your 
hands and you may either drink from the chalice or carefully intinct (dip) the host into the wine. A full 
Communion is made when you receive either the host or the wine. Request a gluten-free host, if needed. 
If you’d prefer a blessing, please make your way to one of the ordained clergy and cross your hands over 
your chest. 

During communion Healing Prayers  are offered by Prayer Ministers at stations in the outside aisles.  

COMMUNION SOLO  
 Be Thou My Vision                                                                                                          Bob Chilcott 
         Text: Early Irish, trans. Mary Byrne, versified by Eleanor Hull (altered) 

COMMUNION HYMN · 72 (LEVAS II) 
Just a Closer Walk With Thee 



HYMN AT THE CLOSING · 539 
 O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling                                                                         Tidings 

COMMISSIONING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS               
Presider 
In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.  
We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.   

THE BLESSING  

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us 
forth forgiven, healed, and renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the 
world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Please stand.   



THE DISMISSAL                                                                       

 Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
 People Thanks be to God. 

TODAY’S FLOWERS 
Are given to the Glory of God by Michael O’Connor to honor  

Lorie Alispones on the anniversary of her passing. 
 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
The Rev. Andrew Butler, Presider & Preacher 

Michael Mullins, Deacon-In-Training 
David Christopher, Director of Music & Organist 

Verger: Steve Rausch | Lectors: Greg Schedler, Rick Andrew | Eucharistic Ministers: Margo Baxley,      
Marty Glander, Susan Gettis, JD Baker, Thom Allen | Prayer Station: Celeste Bishop | Ushers: Jane Frost, 

Bonnie Ortale, Michael Stanley | Greeters: Glenda Erdman  , Shaliya Ben | Altar Guild: Lynda Glander, 
Michael O'Connor, John Stone | | Camera: George Lynch | Vestry Host: Scott McCabe 

VOLUNTARY 
 Festal Finale                                                                                                               Malcolm Archer 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MARGARET’S: August 9-15 
Sun. 08/09 

9am  Holy Eucharist      Sanctuary 
10am  Coffee & Conversation    Narthex 
10:15am Reflections on the Word    Meyers Hall 

Mon. 08/10 
 10am  Stitch & Chat       Office Library 
  
Tue. 08/11 
 10am  The Path to Kindness Book Study Chapel 
Wed. 08/12 
 8am  Hear the Spirit with Fr. Dan   Zoom  
 10am  Mid-Week Eucharist     Chapel 
 10am  Senior Connections Program  Meyers Hall 
Thu. 08/13 
 3pm  Finance Committee Meeting   Zoom 
Fri.  08/14 
Sat. 08/15 

9am  Altar Guild Setup      Sacristy 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
09 Leo Stopa 10 Kirk McLaughlin 11 Ellen Sikorski, Ed Rainey 13 Alan Paradise 14 Veronica Aguayo, 

Matthew Fletcher, Vince Heuring, Lynn Johnson, Laurie McCall, Kathy Moawad, Dev Sapphire  
15 Charles Herbert, Kenny McGuane 

 
ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 

09 John & Angie Nelson, Dan & Carol Rondeau 12 John & Kathy Moawad, Jeanie Werner & Dawn Garner 

THE PATH TO KINDNESS 
TUESDAYS | August 11 & 18 
10-11 AM In Person in the Chapel 
Rita Saari—Facilitator 
“Poetry is an ideal tool in times of un-certainty and change in our lives be-cause it 
grounds us in the now, opening our hearts and minds to the worlds outside and within.” 
Following the success and momentum of his     anthology, James Crews's new collection, 
The Path to Kindness, offers more than 100 deeply felt and relatable poems from a di-
verse range of voices. 

SUMMER TOILETRY COLLECTION 
During the month of August, St. Margaret’s Church and our Deacon-In-Training Mike   
Mullins is partnering with Mama’s House, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to 
supporting mothers and families in need by providing safe housing, counseling, spiritual 
support, life-skills education, and essential resources for both mothers and their          
children. We ask you to make donations of items on this list: liquid hand soap refills; 
shampoo and conditioner; toothpaste and toothbrushes; body wash; deodorant; 
disposable razors. Please drop off in the Narthex. 

SAVE THE DATE 

 Join us for the next         

St. Margaret’s Welcome 

Mixer on Tuesday, August 

25th | 4- 6 PM  

Birdy Bar & Grill  

Shadow Mountain  

Golf Course  

73-800 Ironwood St.  

Palm Desert, CA 92260  


