to be fed by her own hand and with her own spoon.

One writer tells us that many destitute poor would
come each morning to the Royal Hall, there to be
cared for and waited on, and not just by Margaret but
by King Malcolm as well. Her duty, she said, was to see
Christ in every person. And she saw to it that it was
her kings duty as well. I suspect Malcolm began to
realize that to come into contact with a saint is at best
adisconcerting experience.

During her 22 years of marriage, Margaret raised
eight children, three of whom became kings. One son,
David, ruled Scotland for 29 years and was revered by
all as a saint himself. In 1093, four days after hearing
the news that her favorite son and her husband were
killed in battle, Margaret died peacefully at the tender
age of 47, holding her Benedictine Cross.

She was canonized by the Church about 150 years
later. And of all the saints canonized by the Church,
Margaret stands alone as the happy mother of a large
family. By the 17" Century she was recognized as the
Patron Saint of all Scotland.

What the great Celtic missionaries, like Aiden and
Columba, had accomplished through ery energy
some 500 years previous, Margaret accomplished by
sel ess love, gentle persuasion, and constant prayer.
Scotland was civilized, her people reformed, and the
Church became a beacon to the world.

Near the end of their lives, Queen Margaret and King
Malcolm lived in the Castle at Edinburgh. None of the
original building survives, with the exception of her
own little oratory, the tiny St. Margarets Chapel, which
was built for her by Malcolm as a place of prayer. One
writer describes her ancient sanctuary with these
poignant words:

That tiny Chapel preserves the avor she imparted to
it, for it retains the blessedness of her prayer and the
fragrance of her sanctity.

St. Margaret’s Chapel

he chapel is mod-

eled after the 11t

Century St. Margaret

Chapel at Edinburgh
Castle, Scotland. Photographs
of the original may be viewed
in the corridor.

We would call your attention
to the lovely stained glass
window in the apse. This
replicates a window in the original chapel and depicts
St. Margaret as Queen of Scotland and kneeling

in prayer.

The altar and lectern are also patterned after the origi-
nal.On the lectern you will nd a rare and numbered
facsimile of St. Margarets Gospel Book. This was
presented to the church during our St. Margarets Day
celebration November 18, 1990, by the vicar of

St. Margarets Chapel in Edinburgh, Scotland.

The lovely statue of St. Margaret, sculpted by Frances
Rich, depicts her seated on a rock near Dumferline
where, tradition holds, she prayed and waited for people
to come to her for solace.

In the patio outside the chapel is a piece of rock (basalt)
on a marble stand. The rock was cut from the rocky
knoll which forms the foundation for the original
chapel in Scotland.

Those who attended worship in our former church

will recognize the large windows celebrating Baptism
and Eucharist which were located on each side of the
sanctuary behind the altar. The cross which hung in the
former church can be seen on the corridor wall. The
ambry is next to the Eucharistic window.

The chapel, a gift of the Honorable Leonard K.
Firestone, is used for personal prayer, midweek services,
vigils, small weddings and memorial services.

St. Margaret
&
the Chapel
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